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• April 2021 - Immediate focus on water 
conservation (parks, golf courses, 
facilities, & encourage public)

• Time to continue focus on long-term 
water conservation efforts. 



www.westernresources.org

The drought has our attention.
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The Great Salt Lake needs long-term water conservation.
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Our future population is going to need lots of water.
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and Water Policy



1. Overview of Water and Land Use Integration

2. Where Can Communities Start?

3. What Can Elected Officials Do?

4. UT DNR Integrating Water and Land Use Planning Project -

Phase 1 Overview

5. Looking Forward
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Overview of Water and Land 

Use Integration



Why integrate water and land use planning?

● Historically siloed, leading to inefficiencies throughout the 

development process

● Integrating these two planning processes allows communities to 

encourage or require water efficient growth as they see best

● Helps reduce water supply and demand imbalances, especially 

in the long-term

● Opportunities throughout the development process from general 

plans all the way to post-occupancy enforcement



Planning & Policy 
Making

● General Plans
● Capital Improvement Plans
● Water Efficiency Plans● Water adequacy 

requirements
● Conservation-oriented 

tap fees
● Zoning and subdivision 

regulations
● Annexation policies
● Planned development policies
● Process incentives
● Pre-application conference

● Building and plumbing 
codes

● Landscape regulations ● Water conservation rate 
structuring

● Conservation and efficiency 
incentives

● Outdoor watering restrictions
● Water budgets and auditing

Pre-
Development

Development 
Review

Building & 
Construction

Post-
Occupancy



Examples - General Plan



● Zoning that allows 
Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADUs) can increase 
density, leading to more 
water efficient 
development

● But also need to 
collaborate with water 
providers to determine tap 
fees for ADUs to ensure 
there isn’t a disincentive

Examples - Zoning and subdivision regulations



Sandy City - Sec. 21-25-4. - Water Efficient 

Landscaping

For commercial, industrial, and MF, requires:

● Landscape Plan Documentation Package

● Landscape Water Allowance

● Landscape Design Standards

● Irrigation Design Standards

● Post-construction Monitoring

Examples - Landscape Regulations



Examples - Post-occupancy



Examples - Workshops and Trainings



● Review landscape regulations and compare with peer 
communities

● If updating general plan, think about including water 
throughout or have a stand alone section

● Coordinate between elected officials, planners, and 
water staff to determine highest priorities 

● Lots of (free) resources available…

Where can communities start?
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Where can communities start?



● Get up to speed on the benefits of water and land use integration 

(e.g., reduced demands on agricultural water supplies)

● Prioritize integrating water into land use planning so staff devote 

the necessary time, meeting with them periodically

● Strongly encourage staff to pursue additional resources for 

support (e.g., grants, trainings, workshops)

● Encourage water and land use staff to regularly meet, at a 

minimum 

What can elected officials do?



● Empowers communities to improve water efficiency within 

their own context, including aesthetics, culture, and values 

(i.e., every community is different)

● Aligns with state goals to improve water conservation efforts

● Increases resiliency to ongoing and future droughts

● More and more resources, support, technical expertise, and 

efforts are being made available to support interested 

communities

In sum, integrating water and land use planning: 



UT DNR Integrating Water and 

Land Use Planning Project

Phase 1 Overview



PHASE 1
Develop Framework 

for Community 
Action

Project Plan

Conduct
Interviews

Design/Compile 
Framework Tools 

and Related 
Materials

Expression of 
Interest



Overview of Framework for 

Community Action



STAGE 2
Assess Local 
Conditions

Sections
Part 1
Part 2
Part 3
Part 4

Community Self-
Assessment

Best 
Practices

Case 
Studies

Related 
Policies

Guiding 
Principles

STAGE 3
Identify Local Points 

of Impact

Pre-
Development

Building & 
Construction

Planning & 
Policy Making

Development 
Review

Post-
Occupancy

STAGE 4
Take Action

Identifying 
Resources

Action 
Planning

Prepare 
/Apply for a 
Workshop

Policy 
Updates

STAGE 1
Form a Core Water and Land Use 

Planning Team

Champion

Land Use 
Planners

Water 
Managers

Other 
Stakeholders

Elected 
Officials

Stakeholder 
Checklist



Stakeholder Checklist

Framework for Community 

Action



Stakeholder Checklist

Internal Core Team Stakeholders





Community Self-Assessment

Framework for Community 

Action



Community Self 
Assessment

Part 1: Water Supply & Demand Trends
Part 2: Current Water Supply & Demand
Part 3: Water Conservation and Efficiency 
Programs
Part 4: Land Use-Water Nexus Policy 
Enabling Environment

Best Practices

Case Studies

Related Policies

Guiding 
Principles

SECTIONS





Stakeholder Outreach



Summary of Outreach

Representatives from 12 
communities/organizations:

● Sandy City

● Park City

● Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District

● Salt Lake County

● Salt Lake City Public Utilities

● City of Moab

● Spanish Fork City

● Bear River Association of Governments

● Ogden City

● UT League of Cities and Towns

● Morgan County

● Oakley City

Key Findings
❏ Limited integrated water and land 

use planning efforts happening thus 
far, but strong interest in learning 
more

❏ Positive feedback on framework & 
self-assessment

❏ Some concern over utility of 
framework without facilitation, 
external support to drive action

❏ Strong interest in multi-stakeholder 
workshop
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SLCo West General Plan & Water Conservation

Public Survey on Issues General Plan Process
• JVWCD collaboration

• Water included in draft 
vision, goals, strategies & 
actions

• Landowners/managers 
input on water throughout 
process



SLCo Regional Planning & 

Transportation
• Jake Young, Regional Planning 

Manager jayoung@slco.org, 385-468-

4859

• Michael Shea, Sustainability Director, 

mshea@slco.org, 385-468-7032

Westernresourceadvocates.org
• John Berggren, john.berggren@westernresources.org

• Lindsay Rogers, lindsay.rogers@westernresources.org

Babbittcenter.org  

• Faith Sternlieb, fsternlieb@lincolninst.edu

• Erin Rugland, erugland@lincolninst.edu

Connect With Us
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mailto:lindsay.rogers@westernresources.org
https://www.lincolninst.edu/our-work/babbitt-center-land-water-policy
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Looking Forward

• Integrate water & land use planning

• Prepare for current & future droughts

• Prepare for growth

• Conserver our precious water systems and 
Great Salt Lake


