
U S U  E x t e n s i o n  i s  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  U t a h  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y ,  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  t h e  f e d e r a l
g o v e r n m e n t .  U S U  E x t e n s i o n  h a s  s e r v e d  a l l  2 9  c o u n t i e s  i n
U t a h  f o r  o v e r  1 0 0  y e a r s .  E x t e n s i o n  f a c u l t y  p r o v i d e  n u m e r o u s
s e r v i c e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e i r
c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e y  a d d r e s s  n e e d s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  r e s e a r c h -
b a s e d ,  n o n - b i a s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .

U S U  E x t e n s i o n  m o n i t o r s  c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s  t o  d e v e l o p
r e l e v a n t  n o n - f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  t o  a d d r e s s
c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s .  S t r o n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  c o u n t y
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  o t h e r  s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  i d e n t i f y  r e l e v a n t  a n d
t i m e l y  n e e d s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f a c i l i t a t i o n  c o m m u n i t y
d e v e l o p m e n t .  U t a h  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  i d e n t i f y
c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s ,
y o u t h  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  m o r e .  U S U  E x t e n s i o n  h a s  t h e
c a p a c i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  d e l i v e r  p r o g r a m s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e s e
i s s u e s .

In  January of  2021,  an  on l in e questionn air e  was emai l ed to  al l  County Co mmissio ners and  Co unci lmembers

throughout  Utah.  A t ot al  of  72 respon ses we r e re ceiv ed f r om 28 counti es.  Co mmissio ners and  Co unci lmembers

were asked question s p ertain in g t o  the ir  p erce ptions of  cr it ical  issue s and  need s in  their  co unties.  A  fol low up

phone survey was also faci l i tat ed with  a  f ew p art icipants.  Al l  re spo nses were ano nymo us,  and data were

compiled into stat ewide result s  and sp l it  into rural  an d ur ban count ies.  The fo l lo wing sho ws some of  the

results  from this  proj ect .

CRITICAL ISSUES FACING UTAH RESIDENTS
Results of a County Commissioner and Councilmember Survey

 

WHAT I S  USU EXTENSION?
A s s i s t i n g  f a r m e r s  in  a g r i c u lt ur al

p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  p r o f i t a b i l i t y

P r e s e r v i n g  a g r i c u lt u r a l  f a r m l a n d

H e l p i n g  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  i m p r o v e  th e i r

q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e

S t r e n g t h e n i n g  lo c a l  f o o d  s y st e m

Crit ical  Issues for  Extension as
Identif ied by Elected Off icials

H e l p i n g  y o u t h  d e v e l o p  l e a d er s hi p,

c i t i z e n s h i p ,  a n d  l i f e  s k i l l s

P r o t e c t i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i ty

Y o u t h  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  te e n s ui c i d e

p r e v e n t i o n

M a n a g i n g  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  r a n g e la nd s

S t re n g t h e n i n g  w o r kf o rc e  r e a d i n es s  an d

en t r e pr en eu rsh ip

E n s u r i n g  s af e  fo o d  ha n d l i n g  p ra ct i c es  to

p re v e n t  fo o d b o r ne  i l l n e s s
WE ASKED,  YOU 
SHARED YOUR CONCERNS

Overal l  County Commissioner  & Counci lmember Perception of  USU Extension

o f  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a g r e e d  t h a t  U S U  E x t en s i o n  i n  t h ei r  c o u n t y  r ea c h e d  t h e  p e o p le w ho  need  t he  s erv ices  of
U S U  E x t e n s i o n  t h e  m o s t .  

o f  e l e c t e d  o f f ic i a ls  a g r e e d  t h a t  U S U  E x ten s i o n m ak e s  p o si t i v e  i m p a ct s  i n  t h ei r  c o u nt y .  

o f  e l e c t e d  o f f ic i a ls  a g r e e d  t h a t  U S U  E x ten s i o n a dds  v a lu e  t o  t h e i r  co u n t y .  

o f  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a g r e e d  t h a t  U S U  E x t en s i o n  p r o vi d es  t h e  in f o r m a t i o n t h e y  n e ed  t o  m a k e im p or t a nt  off icia l
d e c i s i o n s  i n  t h e ir  c o u n t y .

88%

79%

94%

97%

70%

o f  e l e c t e d  o f f ic i a ls  a g r e e d  t h a t  U S U  E x ten s i o n i n  t h e i r  co u n t y  a l ig n s  w it h  t h e i r  c o u n t y  g o a l s .



W h i l e  t r a d i t i o n a l  E x t e n s i o n  p r o g r a m s  f o c u s  o n  r u r a l  a n d

a g r i c u l t u r a l  i s s u e s ,  U S U  E x t e n s i o n  i s  a c t i v e l y  s e r v i n g

a u d i e n c e s  i n  s u b u r b a n  a n d  u r b a n  a r e a s .  E x t e n s i o n  p r o v i d e s

p r o g r a m m i n g  o n  a  r a n g e  o f  to p ic s  t o  m e e t  t h e  d i v e r s e  n e e d s

o f  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  s u c h  a s  n u t r i t i o n ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d

w e l l b e i n g ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e lo p m e n t .  C r e a t e  B e t t e r  H e a l t h

( C B H )  i s  o n e  e x a m p l e ,  i t  s e r v e s  i n d iv i d u a l s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  t h a t

a r e  e i t h e r  f o o d  i n s e c u r e  o r  a t  r i s k  o f  f o o d  i n s e c u r i t y .  C B H

t e a c h e s  i n d i v i d u a l s  h o w  t o  p r e p a r e  h e a l t h y  f o o d  c h o i c e s  o n

a  l i m i t e d  b u d g e t .  B y  u s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  g e n e r a t e d  t h r o u g h

u n i v e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h ,  U S U  E x t e n s io n  h a s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  h e l p

u r b a n  a n d  s u b u r b a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  p r e s e r v e  n a t u r a l

r e s o u r c e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e d u c a te  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a n d

l e a d e r s  o n  f o o d  a n d  n u t r i t i o n ,  u r b a n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  w e l l b e i n g .

MOVING FORWARD
U S U  E x t e n s i o n  w o r k s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  c o m m u nit i es  in  Ut a h b y prov iding

e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s .   F o r  m o r e  inf o r m a t i o n  o n y o u r  lo ca l  c o u n t y  E x t e n s ion p r o g ram s,  plea s e

r e a c h  o u t  t o  y o u r  l o c a l  U S U  c o u n t y  d i r e c t o r .  Y o u  c a n  f i n d  l o c a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  ext ens i o n . u s u . e d u/loca tions .

T o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  E x t e n s i o n  o n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a cr o s s  Ut a h,  p leas e vis it

d i g i t a l c o m m o n s . u s u . e d u / o i q /.

T o p  c o n c e r n s  f r o m  U t a h ' s  r u r a l  c o m m unit ies  in clude

p r e s e r v i n g  f a r m l a n d ,  a s s i s t i n g  f a r m s ,  and crea ting

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  y o u t h .  U S U  E x t e n s i o n  c ontinues  to  be

a  p r i m a r y  s e r v i c e  t o  o u r  f a r m e r s  a n d  ranch ers.  Mo st

r e c e n t ly ,  U S U  E x t e n s i o n  t e a m e d  u p  with the Farm

B u r e a u  t o  m e e t  C O V I D - 1 9  h u n g e r  i s s u e s throug h the

F a r m e r s  F e e d i n g  U t a h  P r o je c t .    A d d i t i o n al ly ,  4-H and

y o u t h  d e v e lo p m e n t  p r o g r a m s  e m p o w e r  yo uth to  reac h

t h e i r  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l ,  w o r k in g  a n d  le a r n i n g  in  pa rtner ship

w i t h  c a r i n g  a d u l t s  a n d  v o lu n t e e r s .  

MEETING  THE  NEEDS  OF 
URBAN  COMMUNITIES

CONTINUING THE HISTORY OF
RURAL COMMUNITY OUTREACH

A s s i s t i n g  f a r m e r s  i n  a g r i c u lt u r a l

p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  p r o f i t a b i l i t y

P r e s e r v i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f a r m la n d

Y o u t h  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  t e e n  s u i c i d e

p r e v e n t i o n

Top 5  Crit ical  Issues for  Extension as
Identif ied by Elected Off icials  in  Rural
Counties

H e l p i n g  y o u t h  d e v e l o p  l e a d e r s h i p ,

c i t i z e n s h i p ,  a n d  l i f e  s k i l l s

P r o t e c t i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i t y

A ssis t in g  f a r m e r s in  ag r icu lt u r a l

p r o d u c tio n a nd  p ro f it a b i l i ty

S t ren g t hen in g  lo c a l  fo od  s y s t e m

Top 5  Crit ical  Issues for  Extension 
as  Identif ied by Elected Off icials  in  Urban
& Suburban Counties

H elp in g  yo u th dev e l op  leader s h i p ,

c it i ze n sh ip ,  an d l i f e  sk i l ls

P ro t e c t in g w ater  qu al i ty

P ro t e c t in g air  q u a l ity

https://extension.usu.edu/locations
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/oiq/

