
Salt Lake County Archives
The mission of the Salt Lake County Archives is to preserve and provide access to county records of long-term value for 

current and future use



Who We Are…

The County Archives is in West Valley City
and currently holds over 38,000 records (or
31,000 cubic feet) in our inventory.

• 39% are in the custody of the Archives.

The Archives started out as a six-month
internship in 1986 to inventory county
records and develop a long-term plan for
records management.

In 1992, the County passed a local
ordinance to comply with state records laws
that provide the framework for the Records
Management and Archives Division.



The Archives serves both the public and County agencies. We have a public reference 
room for patrons to visit and conduct research. We serve a wide variety of patrons from 

lawyers, genealogists, authors, students, and even state agencies such as UDOT. 



Salt Lake County 

Commission

The first formal Salt Lake County 
meeting was held in March of 1852, 
which was 18 months after the Utah 
Territory was established by Congress.

In 1896, the County Commission was 
established and began providing social 
services to its residents.

As the County grew, so did the 
functions of the Commission, hearing 
numerous types of individuals 
regarding planning and zoning and 
property tax adjustments.

The Commission continued until 2000, 
when the new Mayor/Council form of 
government was chosen by voters.



The Commission Minutes are an invaluable resource for both researchers, 
genealogists, and county agencies. They document, record, and describe 
the structural, economic, and social foundations and development of the 
county. These minutes outline the business mode, ethics, philosophies, 

and decisions of the county.

County Commission Record Series:1852-2000; 1852-1972 (microfilm), 1973-2000 (volumes)



Preservation 

and 

Access

The Archives maintains and provides public access to the Salt 

Lake County Commission Minutes and Indices, 1852-2000. 

Currently, the records are contained in volumes and partly on 

microfilm, and the public must research these records through 

the staff or by physically visiting our reading room.  

In Spring of 2021, the County Archives was awarded the 

USRAB grant to pursue their preservation efforts and provide 

transparency and public access to the Commission Minutes.



Utah State Historical 
Records Advisory Board 

(USHRAB)

The Utah State Historical Records 
Advisory Board is administered by the 
Utah Division of Archives and Records 
Service.

USHRAB assists public and private 
non-profits, as well as non-Federal 
government entities throughout the 
State of Utah in the preservation and 
use of historical records.

The grant program is funded by a State 
Board Programming Grant from the 
National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission at the National 
Archives.



USHRAB awarded Salt Lake County 
Archives $2,240.00 to digitize 
County Commission Minutes from 
1852-1972. 

Once this project is complete, they 
will be available to access via the 
Archives website. 

Future plans are to purchase a large 
format camera to begin digitizing 
Commission Minutes from 1973-
2000.



Thank you!


