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Who We Are

CO-FOUNDERS

PROTECT was created in 2015 by three anti-trafficking non-profits:  

3Strands Global Foundation, Frederick Douglass Family Initiatives, and Love Never 

Fails.  To date, the program has reached over 500,000 people (est.).  

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

We aim to combat human trafficking through 
trauma-informed education, training, and 
reporting protocols for schools. 
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DEFINITION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING
According to the U.S. Department of 

State
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FORCE:  The use of physical harm or violence

FRAUD:  Deception for financial gain

COERCION:  Persuading someone to do 

something by using force or threats

What is Force, Fraud & Coercion?
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SIGNS OF ONLINE 

GROOMING

Emotion
Core Message from 
Vulnerable Youth

What it looks like 
online

Trafficker’s Strategic 
Response

Trafficking Repellent

Disappointment My life is not going 
well/not fulfilled. 

“My life sucks.” I’ll make your life 
better

My life is alright. 

Connection I don’t have 
friends/family who 

care/connect to. 

“She’s not my true 
friend”

I’ll be your best friend. I have friends and 
family that care about 

me.

Emptiness/Love I’m not feeling loved. “I am so sick of being 
single”

I love you. I am loved.

(2018 Study: Social Media & Sex Trafficking Process, University of Toledo)
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Research shows that Family Members are involved in nearly half of child trafficking cases

(2017 Report, Counter-Trafficking Data Collaborative)

FAMILIAL TRAFFICKING
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In the state of Utah alone, Human Trafficking cases increased by 124% from 2017 to 2018.

Shocking as these numbers are, they are likely only a fraction of the actual problem.

polarisproject.org/myths-facts-and-

statistics/



Human 
Trafficking 

Cases in Utah

These cases are only a 
sample of the Human 

trafficking cases going on 
in our state. 



© 2019.  PROTECT PROGRAM.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

V
U

L
N

E
R

A
B

IL
IT

IE
S

Traffickers learn and exploit 

a victim’s vulnerability. 

What needs do we have that make us vulnerable to exploitation?

Shelter

Acceptance

Money

Love

Food/Water

Safety
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IDENTIFIED “RISK FACTORS”

FOR CHILD TRAFFICKING

 Lack of personal safety

 Isolation

 Emotional distress

 Homelessness

 Poverty

 Family dysfunction

 Substance abuse

 Mental illness

 Learning disabilities

 Developmental delay

 Childhood sexual abuse

 Lack of social support

 Promotion of sexual exploitation by family members or peers

(2015, U.S. Department of Education:  Human Trafficking in America’s Schools)
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SHIFTING OUR APPROACH
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What’s wrong 

with you?
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What happened 

to you?
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F O R  SCHOOL STAFF

Training Modules & 

Reporting Protocol

*Utah Digital Badge

F O R  STUDENTS

Prevention Education

provided by trained 

school staff

F O R  PARENTS

Presentations about 

Human Trafficking & The 

Dangers of Technology

* Approved providers by the USBE * Approved providers by the USBE 



PROTECT UTAH
SCHOOL STAFF TRAINING

H U M A N  T R A F F I C K I N G  
1 0 1

Objectives:

• Learn about human trafficking 

and where it’s happening

• Learn important terminology 

• Learn about the role of 

technology in exploitation

• Learn about online safety

H U M A N  T R A F F I C K I N G  
1 0 2

Objectives:

• Learn about vulnerability and 

identified risk factors for child 

exploitation

• Learn about complex trauma 

and adverse childhood 

experiences

• Learn the importance of using 

a trauma-informed approach

H U M A N  T R A F F I C K I N G  
1 0 3

Objectives:

• Learn commonly used 

trafficking terms and possible 

red flags

• Learn about current laws and 

reporting processes

• Learn about how to PROTECT 

youth from exploitation



PROTECT UTAH CURRICULUM
Each curriculum includes a training video, presentation slides, curriculum guide, 

and classroom resources

Age appropriate student curriculums:

• Elementary – Safe people Safe places Safe 
choices

• Jr High – Protecting a masterpiece

• High school 1 – Understand and recognize 
Human Trafficking 

• High School 2 – Linking historical and 
modern day slavery



P R O T E C T  U T A H

C O M M U N I T Y   T R A I N I N G

• Takes the school staff training 
and adapts it for what Parents 
need to know.

• The PROTECT program was 
reviewed by the PTA and the 
two groups have established an 
MOU.

• Parent and Community Training 
is also vetted and approved by 
the Utah State Board of 
Education. 



TERRY PALMER, STATE DIRECTOR

Terryp@3sgf.org

JOSH LOAIZA, REGIONAL DIRECTOR

JoshL@3sgf.org

N e x t  S t e p s ?

mailto:JoshL@3sgf.org

