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493,000 
Acft!

283,000 
Acft!

Demand based on 295 gpcd!



2015 Legislative Audit of Utah’s Water Needs

Is Bear River water 
needed in SL 

County?



Utah doesn’t know how much water Utahns are 
using or how much we will need

“Division staff were unable to 
document their methodology 

or provide us with source 
documentation for the data 
used in their baseline 2000 

M&I report.” (p.19)

“Our review of local water use 
data revealed significant 

errors.  For example on city’s 
reported water use for 2012 

was sourced to a city with an 
identical name in the state of 

New York.”



Municipal Water Use
Gallons per capita day

Utah is America’s #1, highest 
per capita municipal water user



A brief history of demand forecasting in Seattle 

Predictions of the future as Science are often…NOT



2015 Legislative Audit of Utah’s Water Needs



Is Utah Running Out of Water?
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Utah is Ignoring Water Right Under Our Feet

Amid a 4th straight year of drought 
Salt Lake County canals were still flowing



Division of Water Resources

“The average annual diversion for irrigated cropland 
is 143,000 acre-feet.”



RECENT DEVELOPMENTS  

&  

REVELATIONS





Annual Revenues and Debt Repayments, inclusive of all
costs: Scenario 1

Water District Net Revenues vs Annual Debt Payments
For Bear River Development
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Jordan Valley WCD Current Annual Revenue vs. Annual 
Debt from Bear River Development by Scenario
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WILL ALTERNTATIVES 

BE  

CONSIDERED?


