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Off-Leash Dog Park Implementation Plan 

PROJECT PURPOSE 

Identify 2-3 sites for regional dog parks and prepare conceptual master plans for each site.
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BUILDING UPON 2008 OFF-LEASH 
DOG PARK MASTER PLAN

Dog Park Master Plan SITE-SELECTION CRITERIA:
1. Proximity to other dog parks
2. Adjacent land use compatibly
3. Environmental considerations
4. Vehicular and pedestrian access
5. Visibility
6. Site infrastructure
7. Dog park distribution
8. Dog park location recommendations

Project uses same site-selection criteria to identify and prioritize 
sites (refer to selection matrix)

In 2012 the County proposed temporary off-leash areas in 11 parks across the county.  This proposal 
was met with widespread opposition.  The current project addresses many of the concerns raised.  



Off-Leash Dog Park Implementation Plan 

PROJECT GOALS

GOAL 1: Identify sites large enough to accommodate a regional dog park 
(5-10 acres), while minimizing development costs

GOAL 2: Prioritize sites clearly visible to the public

GOAL 3: Identify sites adjacent to compatible land uses

GOAL 4: Prioritize sites with existing infrastructure such as parking and utilities

GOAL 5: Prioritize sites evenly distributed across the county and adjacent to existing 
    parks/open space, while not overlapping service areas of other regional dog parks

GOAL 6: Prioritize ease of vehicular and pedestrian access to site

GOAL 7: Avoid impacts to environmentally sensitive resources

GOAL 8: Prioritize sites with public support and minimal public concern or opposition
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Visibility (GOAL 2)
Vehicular and 
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(GOAL 6)
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Overall Existing 
Improvements Score  

5‐10 acres
H= 9‐10 Acres
M= 7‐8 Acres
L= 5‐6 Acres

Name

County, 
Municipality, 
Utility Co., 
Private

H= County or 
Municipal owned
M= Utility owned
L= Private

Estimated Cost
H=$0
M=$1‐TBD
L= > $TBD 

H=Designated
L= Not Designated

H=Suitable
L= Less Suitable

H= Yes
L= No

Zoning

H= Commercial/ 
Industrial
M= Other
L= Residential

H= Multiple Features
M= Some Features
L= Few to No Features

Park/Open Space
H= Yes 
L=No

Distance 
(in miles)

H= Outside 5‐Mile Radius
M= Partially Overlapping 
Radius
L= Within 5‐Mile Radius

H= Yes
L= No

Topography Type

H= Rolling/Varried
M= Flat
L= Predominantly 
Steep/Rugged

H=Yes
L=No

H=Yes
L=No

H=Yes
L=No

H=Yes
L=No

H=Yes
L=No

H=Yes
L=No

H=No
L=Yes

H=No
L=Yes

H=No
L=Yes

H= Strong Support
M= Neutral
L= Strong Opposition

KEY

Information

Score

Site

Salt Lake County Dog Park Implementation Plan Matrix
August 2017

Community Dog Park Desired Site Information (GOAL 1)Site Site Infrastructure (GOAL 4)
Adjacent Land Use Compatability 

(GOAL 3)
Proximity to Other Dog Parks, Parks, and Open Space (GOAL 5)

Is site part of or adjacent to an 
existing County or municipal‐owned 

parks/open space?

Is site within the 5‐mile service area of a 
community dog park(s)?

Zoning
Is site adjacent to 
an arterial or 
collector road?

Ownership Cost

Spatial suitability of 
site (shape of the 

site)

Would the dog park be 
adjacent to open water?

Is there a protected 
watershed on the site?

Is the site within a Flood 
Mitigation Zone?

Is there a wetland 
on the site?

Would stormwater 
discharge from the dog park 
into a natural water body?

Does the site have a conservation 
easement or wildlife reserve?

Check All That Apply

Environmental Considerations (GOAL 7)

Is the site within a 100‐
Year Flood Zone?

Is there strong public support or 
opposition for the site?

Does the site require environmental 
remediation?

Site Topography
Is an endangered species  habitat 

present on the site?  SCORE
Owner Type

Availability to Use Existing Improvements

Is site visible to 
passersby and 
adjacent users?

Size

Is site designated by 
County or 

municipality for a 
dog park?

Address

SUITABLE SITE IDENTIFICATION MATRIX

SITE-SELECTION GOALS:
GOAL 1: Accomodates 5 to 10-acre regional dog park
GOAL 2: Clearly visible
GOAL 3: Adjacent to compatible land uses.
GOAL 4: Existing infrastructure
GOAL 5: Evenly distributed
GOAL 6: Ease of vehicular and pedestrian access
GOAL 7: Avoid impacts to environmentally sensitive resources
GOAL 8: Public support
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MATRIX SECTION 4

Topography Type

H= Rolling/Varried
M= Flat
L= Predominantly 
Steep/Rugged

H=Yes
L=No

H=Yes
L=No

H=Yes
L=No

H=Yes
L=No

H=Yes
L=No

Environmental Considerations (GOAL 7)

Would the dog park be 
adjacent to open water?

Is there a protected 
watershed on the site?

Is there a wetland 
on the site?

Would stormwater discharge 
from the dog park into a 
natural water body?

Site Topography
Is an endangered species  habitat 

present on the site?
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MAY

2017 2018

JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV JAN FEB APRMARTask 
1

Task 
2

Task 
4

Project 
Startup

Identify 
potential sites 
and selection 

criteria

Develop 
concepts for 

highest ranked 
regional off-leash 

areas and dog 
park sites

Develop purpose, need and 
primary goals and objectives 

for project

SALT LAKE COUNTY

Develop public outreach plan
and identify SAG

Develop preliminary 
site selection criteria 

and identify sites

Present site 
selection 

criteria and 
preliminary 

sites to SAG 
and public

Revise site 
selection 

criteria and 
sites to be 
considered 
based on 
feedback

4 public 
meetings

1st SAG 
meeting

Develop concepts for 
highest ranked sites

Present 
concepts to 
SAG and 

public

Present ranking to 
County Council for 

final approval

3rd SAG 
meeting

4 public 
meetings

DOG PARK IMPLEMENTATION PLAN PROJECT TIMELINE

AUGUST 2017

8/30 OCT/NOV

Task 
3

Rank off-leash 
areas and dog 

park sites

Initial ranking of 
potential sites

Present 
preliminary 
ranking to 
SAG and 

public

Present 
ranking to 

County 
Council

4 public 
meetings

2nd SAG 
meeting

JAN JAN/FEB MARCH MARCH

TIMELINE
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MEETING 1: Potential sites and 
selection criteria
• Review selection criteria
• Help identify potential sites

MEETING 2a: Prioritizing off-leash 
areas and dog park sites 
• Review and comment on site-evaluation

rankings

MEETING 2b: Recommend sites for 
concept development
• Review site-evaluation rankings and public

input
• Recommend sites to develop concepts for

MEETING 3: Concept development for 
2 to 3 regional off-leash dog park sites
• Review and comment on design concepts for

selected 2-3 sites

STAKEHOLDER ADVISORY GROUP MEETINGS

June 12, 2018
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• 8 public meetings held
• 350+ participants attended or

provided comments on:
-Evaluation criteria
-Additional potential sites
-Site preferences, design
suggestions, and general
comments

• Meetings were advertised on
Facebook, Instagram, in the
Salt Lake Tribune and
Deseret News, on KUER and
KUTV. Several municipalities
also advertised the open
houses on their websites.

INPUT FROM THE PUBLIC
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SITE-SUITABLE EVALUATIONS 
HIGHEST RANKED SITES
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Next Steps - Recommendations

Parks and Rec staff along with the Off-Leash Stakeholder Committee 
recommend proceeding with concept plans and preliminary budgets for 
the following sites:

• Magna Regional Park
• Wardle Fields Regional Park
• Lodestone Regional Park

There is currently funds in the contract to complete these concept 
plans.  

There have not been any funds appropriated for construction.

These concept plans will be presented to the public in the last round 
of public meetings.



Magna Regional Park

Summary:  
Magna Regional recently fi nished the master planning process, 
and Phase I is scheduled for compleƟ on in 2020.  Current plans for 
an off -leash park include a temporary park located in the unde-
veloped area included in Phase II.  Long term plans would require 
purchasing the property south of the current park and placing a 
permanent off -leash facility there.  This would provide needed 
separaƟ on from other uses in the park.  

Estimated Cost*:   $650,000

*-does not include soft costs



Wardle Fields Regional Park

Summary:  

Phase I of Wardle Fields Regional Park is completed and future 
phases remain undeveloped.  The current plan for off -leash facili-
Ɵ es would place a facility at the northwest corner of the park.  This 
would address the concerns of ensuring that the off -leash facility 
was separated from the exisƟ ng splash pad.  

Estimated Cost*:   $500,000

*-does not include soft costs



Lodestone Regional Park

Summary:  

Phase I of Lodestone Regional Park has been completed and Phase 
II remains undeveloped.  The current plan for off -leash faciliƟ es is 
to construct a permanent facility in the southwest corner of the 
park that is currently undeveloped.  This will provide separaƟ on 
from the current uses.  

Estimated Cost*:   $500,000

*-does not include soft costs
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THANK YOU!




