
The County Board of 
Equalization
A Check on the Assessment Power



What can the BOE do?

Resolve Valuation Appeals

Resolve disputes regarding 
exemptions

Resolve Greenbelt Rollback 
disputes



How a Valuation 

Appeal Begins:

Notice of 

Valuation (NOV)

AUDITOR FUNCTION



All Timely Appeals 
To Be Filed by 
September 15 



EVIDENCE



• Filter out deficient appeals

• Allow applicants the opportunity to 

correct deficiencies

• Issue spot for Assessor

Tax Admin Function



The notice 

specifies the 

deficiency & how 

to cure it



No 

Response

= 

Dismissal

Response

= 

Hearing 



POSSIBILITIES:

• Stipulation

• Defend Value

• Propose New Value

EVIDENCE

BE-O1

COVER       
SHEET

Field 
Check
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ASSESSOR FUNCTION

Prognose 
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After Assessor’s review, Tax Admin 

can sign off on a proposed Assessor 

change in value.  

Tax Admin Function



HOLD HEARING

FIELD   
CHECK

Tax Admin Function

STIP

Who are the hearing officers?

Either an appraiser or a person with experience 

in real estate, finance, economics, public 

administration or law who has completed the 

state’s hearing officer class.



Mission is to determine 
fair market value

Core Principles:

• Assessment has a presumption of 
correctness

• To prevail, taxpayer must show 
error in the assessment AND 
provide sound evidence of an 
alternative value



Hearing Officer 

Recommendation



Board Meeting

• Minutes from previous meeting approved

• Recommendations from Hearing Officers 

handled

• Significant Adjustments handled 

separately

• Exemptions handled



Decision Letter

AUDITOR FUNCTION



APPEAL TO 

STATE TAX 

COMMISSION

STATE 
TAX   

APPEAL 
FORM

AUDITOR FUNCTION



Comparing Duties of the Auditor and 
Council-Tax Administration

AUDITOR

• Prepare and mail the Notice of 
Valuation

• Intake of Appeals

• Disseminate notices, including 
hearing notices

• Maintain appeal files

• Prepare agendas

• Take minutes of Board Meetings

• Disseminate results of Board action

• Works with DA to make CRE 
exemption recommendations

• Coordinates state appeals with tax 
commission

• Maintain property tax website

CTA

• Screen appeals for minimum evidence

• Draft notices

• Train hearing officers

• Coordinate with Auditor to schedule 
hearings

• Conduct hearings

• Hearing officers draft 
recommendations to Board

• Senior staff reviews recommendations

• Submits recommendations to Board 

• Coordinates approval of charity plans 
for hospitals and nursing homes

• Drafts Admin Rules


