
Salt Lake County Council
Office of Homeless Services

February 2025



Sources of Homelessness

LIFE EVENTSSYSTEMS

● Re-entry from 

incarceration

● Release from hospital or 

other medical provider

● Exit from mental health or 

substance use treatment

● Youth in foster care

● Juvenile justice system

● …

LACK OF ATTAINABLE AND 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

● Domestic violence

● Loss of a job/income

● Divorce

● Death of someone close 

to you

● Health issues

● Behavioral health issues

● Loss of family 

support/relationships

● Priced out of the market

● Eviction/foreclosure

● Disaster

● Wage gap

● Income insecurity 

(SSI/SSDI)





Making Homelessness Rare 

In FFY 2022, the number of Utahns experiencing homelessness for the first 

time reached 8,637, marking an increase of 821 individuals compared to 

FFY 2021. 

• This 10% rise indicates a slower growth rate compared to the preceding 

year's 14% increase, aligning with the national trend of rising 

homelessness since 2017. 

• Despite the increase, Utah's homelessness rate remains below the 

national average, with approximately 11 individuals experiencing 

homelessness per 10,000 people, compared to the national rate of 18 

per 10,000 people.
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Shelter Data



Rates of Homelessness

Rates of individuals experiencing 

homelessness per 10,000 people:

• Utah - 11 per 10,000

• Mississippi - 4 per 10,000

• South Carolina - 7 per 10,000

• Alabama - 7 per 10,000

• California - 44 per 10,000

• Vermont  - 43 per 10,000

• Oregon - 42 per 10,000

U.S. Housing and Urban Development Annual Homelessness Assessment Report to Congress

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2022-AHAR-Part-1.pdf

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2022-AHAR-Part-1.pdf




Affordable & Deeply Affordable Housing Need
As part of House Bill 462 passed in 

2022, the Department of Workforce 

Services has contracted with the 

Gardner Policy Institute (GPI) to 

develop a database of moderate and 

affordable housing needs and supply 

across Utah.

● The GPI team has provided initial 

estimates showing cumulative 

surplus/deficit for four area median 

income (AMI) levels for calendar 

year 2022.





Local and State Laws to Support Development of Diverse Housing Interventions 



Local Homeless Councils (LHCs)



Our vision for the homeless response system in 
Utah is to make homelessness rare, brief and 

non-recurring; that all people experiencing 
homelessness can thrive to their fullest potential; 
and that our communities are stable and safe for 

everyone.
— Utah Homelessness Council

The strategic plan, implementation guide, and data is available at: 
https://jobs.utah.gov/homelessness/strategic.html

https://jobs.utah.gov/homelessness/strategic.html




Homeless Services Budget Recommendations

● Governor's budget recommendations made collaboratively 

with GOPB with a thorough review of current funding sources

● Addresses critical funding gaps identified for FY26

○ Non-Congregate Shelter for Families 

■ $3.8M Ongoing GF/ITF

■ $6M One-Time TANF 

● $2M a year for 3 years

○ Emergency Shelter Operations - Winter and Summer 

■ $11M One-Time GF/ITF

■ $2M Ongoing (DABS round up funds)



Families Experiencing Homelessness

● 60% increase statewide 

from 2021-2024

● 58% increase of children 

in families from 2021-

2024

● 57% of the total number 

of individuals in 2024 

are children under 18



Emergency Shelter 2024/2025

Winter Response Accomplishments

The statewide winter response plan was initiated, involving Winter Task Force 

efforts from Salt Lake County, Utah County, Weber County, Davis County, and 

Washington County.

● 982 winter response beds in Salt Lake County 

○ 250 of these beds are specific to Code Blue

● 75 winter beds in Utah County opened in rotating sites 

○ Utilized for code blue and have seen 90+ individuals on the coldest 

nights 

● 36 Code Blue beds in Washington County

● 16 Code Blue beds in Davis County




